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March Wth, 1855. 
Vice President Bridges in the Cbair. 

Letters were read — 

From Henry Piddington, Esq., dated Calcutta, 5th Dec. 1854, trans- 
mitting certain publications, intended for the Academy. 

From the New York Lyceum of Natural History, dated 20th Feb. 
1855, acknowledging the receipt of the Proceedings, Vol. 7, No. fi. 

From the Trustees of the New York State Library, dated Albany, 
5th Feb. 1855, also acknowledging the receipt of the Proceedings. 

From the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institute, Washington, dated 
8th March, 1855, acknowledging the receipt of a copy of the Pream- 
ble and Resolutions adopted by the Academy 27th Feb. last. 



March 20th. 

The President, Mr. Ord, in the Chair. 

Letters were read — 

From Dr. Hiram D. Prout, of St. Louis, dated March 9th, 1855, and 
from Professor Ernest Briicke, dated Vienna, 24th Dec. 1854, seve- 
rally acknowledging the receipt of their notices of election as Corres- 
pondents. 



March 27th. 
Vice President Bridges in the Chair. 

ELECTION. 

Mr. Wm. Cadwalader, Mr. W. Frederick Rogers, and Mr. Isaac Barton 
of Philadelphia, were elected Members, and 

Senor F. A. Sauvalle, of Havana, was elected a Correspondent. 



April 3d. 
Mr. Lea, Vice President, in the Chair. 

Letters were read — 

From the Imperial Society of Sciences, &c, of Lisle, transmitting Vol. 
1 of their Memoirs, and acknowledging the receipt of Nos. of the Jour- 
nal and Proceedings. 

From the Trustees of the New York State Library, dated Albany, 23d 
March, 1855, acknowledging the receipt of the Proceedings, Vol. 7, 
No. 7. 

Dr. LeConte presented for publication in the Proceedings, the follow- 
ing papers, viz : 

" Synopsis of the Lathridiides of the Uuited States, and contiguous 
Territories," aud " Analytical table of the species of Hydroporus, found 
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in the United States, with descriptions of new species ;" both of which 
were referred to Mr. Haldeman, Dr. Leidy, and Mr. Guex. 

Mr. Durand presented for publication in the Journal, a paper entitled 
" Plant* Prattenianiae Californicae, an enumeration of a collection of Cali- 
fornia plants, made in the city of Nevada by Henry Pratteu, of New 
Harmony, Indiana, with critical notices and descriptions of such of them 
as are new or yet unpublished in America." Referred to Dr. Bridges, 
Dr. Zantzingcr, and Mr. Kilvington. 

Mr. Cassin presented a paper for publication in the Proceedings, from 
Dr. T. Charlton Henry, U. S. A., entitled " Notes derived from obser- 
vations made on the Birds of New Mexico, during the years 1853 and 
1854," which was referred to Mr. Cassin, Col. McCall and Dr. Wilson. 

Dr. Leidy read letters from Dr. Rusehenberger, dated Rio Janeiro, 

an 1 Valparaiso , transmitting donations of objects of 

Natural History for the Museum, and giving some interesting information 
relative to the state of Natural Science in Brazil. 

Dr. Le Conte mentioned that a female cat in his possession having 
been impregnated by a male of the tailless variety of cat, found in the 
Isle of Man, had produced in her first litter two kittens, one of which 
had a tail of half the usual length, while the other was entirely desti- 
tute of all caudal appendage ; by a subsequent impregnation the same 
female brought forth three kittens, two of which were similar in form to 
the mother, while the third resembled the father in the absence of a tail. 
Another young female, impregnated by the same male, brought forth 
in her first litter four kittens, in all of which the tail was completely 
absent. Dr. Le Conte proposed from time to time to furnish the Acade- 
my with the history of the increase of this interesting family, as it fur- 
nished a very convenient method of determining whether the physical 
characters of the male or female are most frequently transmitted to the off- 
spring. Dr. Le Conte mentioned also that the existence of this curious 
ecaudate variety of the domestic cat had not been sufficiently noticed 
by naturalists ; and that even its existence was alluded to in very few 
of the works thus far published. A corresponding, or very nearly 
similar variety was known in Japan, and, as already mentioned in the 
letters from Dr. Rusehenberger read this evening, had been brought 
thence by the Japan Expedition under Com. Perry, which had recently 
returned. 

Mr. Rand remarked relative to the specimen of Urauite, presented this 
evening, that although not remarkable as a specimen of this rare mineral, 
it was interesting as being from a new locality which is now thought to 
be exhausted, fie believed that there are but three other localities of 
this mineral known in the United States. The specimen is from the 
western side of the Schuylkill near the Eairmount dam ; this locality 
was discovered some two years ago by his brother Theodore D. H. Rand, 
who procured quite a quantity of the mineral before the locality was 
exhausted. After analysis, he sent a description of the locality to the 
American Journal of Science and Arts. It was not noticed in that 
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Journal, but in the last edition of Dana's Mineralogy the locality was 
given, but without credit. 



April \§ih. 
Vice President Bridges in the Chair. 

Letters were read — 

From Capt. Geo. B. McClellan U. S. A., dated April 6th, 1855, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of his notice of election as a Correspondent. 

From the Geological Society of London, dated Nov. 16th, 1854, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of Nos. of the Proceedings and Journal. 

From Ed. de Vernueil, dated Paris, March 20, 1855, acknowledging 
the receipt of his notice of election as a Correspondent, and making in- 
quiry relative to the publications of the Academy. 

Mr. Isaac Lea read a letter from Dr. Deane, of Greenfield, Massachu- 
setts, accompanying a photographic impression of some footprints in 
sandstone, specimens of which he desires to dispose of. 

Mr. Cassin read a letter from Capt. F. Bernsee, of the Ship Cou- 
rier, wrecked on the S. TV. point of East Falkland Island, in April, 
1854, of which the following is an extract. 

" The next morning when we found ourselves homeless and houseless, as well 
as reduced to poverty, we commenced looking round for something to eat. In 
this we had no trouble, for game and birds (of the kind I send yon) were more 
abundant than I had ever seen them before ; and as few human beings had ever 
trod that part of the Island, they were fearless and would come up to look at us ; 
and we could get any quantity by knocking them down with sticks and stones. 
The wolves, of which there were but few, would also come to look at us ; 
and would take a duck from one of our hands, while with the other we would 
knock them on the head with a stick. I seldom saw more than one of them at a 
time. Some wolves were caught alive by swinging a small line with a stone 
tied to the end of it round and round the head with force, and when the wolf 
would come for a duck or a goose which another man would shake at him, we 
would let the stone with the line swing round his legs, and tangle him up so that 
we could secure him. At one time we had six, all caught in that manner, and 
tied in different places around our tent, which we had fixed as a shelter from 
wind, snow and rain, for winter was coming on. During the time we had these 
wolves prisoners, some fifteen or twenty would visit them at night, and make a 
strange noise that would sometimes sound like the bark of a dog, and then 
change to a snarl and a howl. They would get quite tame in two or three 
days, but not sufficiently. so to let them go loose; they, however, would not bite 
when we put our fingers in their mouths, or threw them across our shoulders 
and carried them like a dog. They appeared to be very playful, as those that 
were not caught would come up in the daytime and have great times with our 
dog ; but his courage generally failed him and he would run off and come up to 
the men. They barrow in the sand hills : and I often found two or three open- 
ings, which led through long channels underground to their kennel. They feed 
chiefly on the large-sized geese sent you, as I have reason to believe from the 
great number of wings, feet, and feathers I found. These wolves I found to be 
very short-winded. They do not run even short distances with great speed ; and 
my sailors would often outrun them, when they would all at once turn short 
round, and give up, blowing heavily with the tongue hanging far out of the 
mouth, and then make the same noise as above stated. But they would never 
make at us or show fight, but stand still and show their teeth. 



